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Part III.  Defending the Pass 

by Richard T. Hall 

 Switzerland has a long history of building defensive positions, particularly in the early days of the 

Confederation when walled cities and imposing castles were prevalent. Following the completion of the 

Gotthard railway, with the increased power of its northern and southern neighbors – German unification 

under von Bismarck in 1871 and Italian unification under the Risorgimento in 1861 – the Swiss began 

efforts to protect the railway line. Forts were built in the central Alps at the Oberalp, Furka, and Grimsel 

Passes as well as at Airolo. A fortress was built at St-Maurice in the west to complement the one at 

Sargans in the east. 

 The fort at Airolo was the first of many defensive positions along the Gotthard line that would be 

built between 1885 and 1902. The fort was a formidable structure. Designed by the Austro-Hungarian 

ordinance specialist General Daniel Baron von Salis-Soglio, the fort cost 3.5 million francs, with 

construction beginning in 1886 and continuing to 1889. 

A total of 800 workers from Italy and Austria were 

employed during construction. The guns were built in 

Germany. 

 Figure 1 shows a contemporary postcard view of 

the completed fort. Figure 2 on page 9 is a cut-away 

view of the fort. The features highlighted are: 

1. The walls of the fort made up of 1,728 granite cubes 

(reinforced concrete had not been invented at that 

time). Granite, from quarries in Lavorgo, was cut to 

precise dimensions, so that in the entire fort there are 

no two identical blocks.  

 2. Dormitory housing 200 soldiers garrisoned at the 

fort.   (Continued on page 9) 
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Fig. 1. Contemporary view of the fort at Airolo 
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Meet Gerry Diamond, 

our New (and Former) 

Auction Manager 
I remember 35 years ago, sitting in front of 

my Royal typewriter typing the lots for the Helve-

tia Society auctions [Gerry was the AHPS auction 

manager from 1975 to 1982 – ed.].  Now I will be 

sitting in front of my Dell computer keying the lots 

for the forthcoming Helvetia Society auction.  

Times have changed, but the Swiss stamps are 

more beautiful than ever. 

I retired in August, 2012 from a long career 

in the computer software industry and when the 

opportunity arose to assume the auction manager 

position, the timing was perfect. 

I have been collecting Swiss stamps for 

over 50 years with my favorite interest being flight 

covers 1920 to date.  Lately I have been moving to 

Swiss balloon covers, of which I find there are 

thousands of examples. 

I joined the HPS around 1970 when it was 

a local chapter meeting in the Fairlawn Arts Cen-

ter in New Jersey.  We met monthly and sat at a 

table and talked for hours about our Swiss collect-

ing.  After the meeting, we went to the Fairlawn 

diner and we continued talking about you know 

what.  It was at one of these meetings, I left the 

group for a bathroom break.  When I returned to 

the meeting, I was notified that I was elected HPS 

chapter President.   I served in this position for the 

next three years. 

I look forward to once again serving as the 

AHPS auction manager and assisting our members 

in advancing their Swiss collections. 

  Gerry Diamond 

 

Ian Gilchrist 1939 - 2013 
by Michael Peter 

It is with sadness that I must inform eve-

ryone of the recent passing of our friend from the 

UK.  Many of our members, like myself, bought 

Swiss items from him via eBay or directly from 

him.  Ian was great for keeping his eye out for 

items he knew you were interested in.  However, 

he was not only a dealer specialising in Switzer-

land; he was a collector.  He was a mainstay of the 

Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain. 

Ian formed a number of specialised collec-

tions. These included Red Cross Mails, World War 

I and II, SCADTA, Soldier Stamps, Stampless 

Switzerland and the issues of 1909-1933.  

He attended a number of our annual AHPS 

conventions in addition to going to a number of the 

larger Swiss shows in Switzerland.  Coming to the 

US was easy for him because his daughter and 

son-in-law live in the Orlando area. He recently 

ventured into exhibiting. We first saw his exhibits 

at our annual convention at NAPEX in 2011 where 

he earned a gold award and an AHPS Bronze for 

his SCADTA exhibit, and continued his success at 

WESTPEX in 2012. He received a gold at Phila-

Sierre in 2011 for his Red Cross Tracing Labels 

and a vermeil at Jakarta (FIP) in 2012 for his 

SCADTA airmail exhibit.  Ian made a clean sweep 

of the Helvetia Silver Cup and Moore Bowl, the top 

two awards of Britain’s Helvetia Philatelic Society 

last year.  It was at the Sarasota show in March 

2013 that he suffered a minor heart attack. 

He was scheduled to attend our convention 

at TEXPEX 2013 a few weeks later. He was going 

to exhibit his Red Cross labels. Due to his illness 

he was forced to cancel his plans and return to the 

 
Ian explaining his SCADTA exhibit at NAPEX in 2011 
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UK. Upon his return, he learned that he had ter-

minal lung cancer. He passed away on April 6, 

2013. 

I have learned most of this because Ian was 

always willing to have a few drinks or a beer at the 

end of the day at our conventions. Once he 

got into exhibiting, he would pick my brain 

about how to improve his exhibits and how to 

start new ones. I guess you could say he was 

my drinking buddy at the Swiss Shows.  At 

NABA 2012 in Luzern we closed down more 

than one drinking establishment during our 

short stay. 

Dick Hall also remembers good times 

in Luzern with Ian.  He and his wife, Yolan-

da, spent a day with Ian travelling up Pila-

tus on the cable cars, descending on the cog-

wheel railroad, and returning to Luzern on a 

lake steamer.  Ian had the whole trip orga-

nized so that they spent as little time as pos-

sible waiting for the next mode of transportation.  

Yolanda remembers sitting next to Ian at the 

Palmares and what a fun dinner companion he 

was.   

Farewell my friend; you will be missed. 

Swiss philately has lost another great one. 

We know that all members will join us in 

extending our deepest sympathies to his wife Pat 

and his family at this sad time.  

 

Schweizerisches 

Luftposthandbuch: 

a Review 
by George Struble 

Schweizerisches Luftposthandbuch by Schweizerischen 
Aerophilatelisten-Verein (SAV), Gofritstrasse 9, CH-
3114 Wichtrach, Switzerland; edited by René Koller and 
Hugo Ruoss; 948 pages, 6 by 8.25 inches, paper 
bound; CHF 85.00 

 The previous edition of this Handbuch was 

published in 2000, so this edition has been eagerly 

awaited.  The size has increased from 711 to 948 

pages, and the illustrations are printed in full color 

with excellent clarity.   

 No new sections have been added; the pre-

vious editions have been quite comprehensive.  

More detail has been added, especially as addi-

tional covers have been registered.  For example, 

the listing of the April 30, 1919 flights in the 2000 

edition included a line for flight to Lausanne and 

train to Geneva, with the notation that no exam-

ples were known; since then, several examples 

have been recognized, and those covers are now 

shown at CHF 1200.  There are now two pages of 

1919 airmail cancellations.  And in the listings for 

the first 1923 flights 

there are now listings for 

covers to Budapest. 

 Two sections have 

been dropped from this 

edition.  The first is the 

listing of regular airmail 

stamps of 1923 to 1941; 

we are referred to the 

Zumstein and SBK an-

nual catalogs for those.  

The second is the chrono-

logical index of flights, 

which I had found quite 

useful. 

 Prices have most-

ly increased modestly from the 2000 edition; some 

prices have been lowered.  I was amused that co-

vers from the May 2, 1947 flight from Geneva to 

Washington are still listed at CHF 40; those covers 

are in surplus in dealers’ stocks – as should be ex-

pected, since over 85,000 were flown! 

 Swiss airmail collectors are grateful for this 

comprehensive compendium of almost everything 

we need to know about Swiss aerophilately, includ-

ing, for example, the careful lists of airlines and 

airplane types.  The book is in German; those with 

only modest German comprehension will neverthe-

less be able to learn most of what they need to 

know. 

 

New Members 
 We are delighted to welcome these new 

members, who joined since our last report of Sep-

tember 2012. 

John D. Anderson Gene Fricks 

Oklahoma New Jersey 

Greg Barcroft Anne Hansen 

Ontario Colorado 

William Blackmore William Mann 

Devon, UK Massachusetts 

Ernst & Madeline Hürlimann 
Georgia 

 

The more things change, the more they 
stay insane. 
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The Felix Ganz Memorial AHPS Grand Award  

and Arthur Szyk 
by George Struble 

Arthur Who?  AHPS members have 

long admired the Felix Ganz Memorial 

Grand Award, presented for the best Swiss 

exhibit at stamp shows in connection with 

annual AHPS meetings; people have said it’s 

the most handsome trophy short of winning 

Wimbledon.  Arthur Szyk – pronounced 

Shick – produced the artwork that makes the 

award so special. 

Szyk was born in Lodz, Poland, in 

1894 into a historic Jewish family of schol-

ars.  His artistic talent was evident early, 

and at age 15 his family sent him to Paris to 

the famed Julian School.  He decided there to 

specialize in the ancient art of manuscript 

illustration. 

He was decorated for his heroism in 

the World War I Polish forces fighting the 

Germans, and developed a hatred for war 

and tyranny.  These showed in his biting car-

toons and caricatures of Hitler and the Na-

zis.  He came to the United States in 1940; 

his images were so damaging to the German 

cause that Hitler personally ordered the 

death of Szyk’s mother. 

His paintings are found in museums 

throughout the world, as well as at Windsor 

Castle and the Roosevelt Museum in Hyde Park, N.Y.  He illustrated many books. 

The stamp dealer Kasimir Bileski commissioned from Szyk 60 unique cover pages for a set of inter-

national stamp books or albums.  Szyk died in 1951 after completing only ten (by some accounts, only 

nine), which were printed by master printers Arthur and Herman Jaffe.  We are fortunate that one of the 

ten was for Switzerland.  Bileski was so distraught over the end to his project that he put the prints into 

storage, where they languished for decades.  They are now available; I bought a copy from Salem, Oregon, 

stamp dealer Gary Tiffin, who also provided most of the information for this article.  Harlan Stone bought 

several to use on the Felix Ganz Memorial Grand Award.  (Several were necessary because the plaque is 

retired after a person wins it three times.)  I credit Harlan for a major coup in finding this illustration and 

using it!         (Continued on page 15) 

 

  

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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SSwwiissss  GGuuaarrdd  PPoossttaall  HHiissttoorryy  
by Greg Pirozzi 

This article was published in Vatican Notes, Third Quarter 2012, and is excerpted here with the gracious 
permission of Vatican Notes and the author. 

 One of the most easily recognizable icons of the Vatican City is the colorfully dressed contingent of 

Swiss Guard soldiers (Guardia Svizzera Pontificia) that in 2006 celebrated the 500th anniversary of their 

establishment.  

 The history of the Swiss Guard has its origins 

in the 15th century.  Pope Sixtus IV (1471–1484) had 

already made a previous alliance with the Swiss 

Confederation, and built barracks in Via Pellegrino 

near the Vatican basilica, foreseeing the possibility 

of recruiting Swiss mercenaries.  The pact was re-

newed by Innocent VIII (1484–1492).  Giuliano della 

Rovere, the future Pope Julius II (1503–1513), hav-

ing been Bishop of Lausanne years earlier,  was well 

acquainted with the Swiss.  When Cardinal della 

Rovere became Pope Julius II in 1503, he asked the 

Swiss Diet to provide him with a permanent corps of 

200 Swiss mercenaries.  In September 1505, the first 

contingent of 150 soldiers started their march to-

wards Rome, under the command of Kaspar von 

Silenen, and entered the city on January 22, 1506, 

now given as the official date of the Guard's founda-

tion.  

 The force has varied greatly in size over the 

years and has even been disbanded.  Its first, and 

most significant, hostile engagement was on May 

6, 1527 when 147 of the 189 Guards, including 

their commander, died fighting the troops of Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Registered cover postmarked 1 April 1930 franked with the 
L.2.50 value of the Conciliation issue (Scott 11) paying the 
registered external letter rate to Thun, Switzerland.  The cover 
is endorsed in the lower left corner “G.S.P. Vaticano, Roma” 
indicating that the sender was a member 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Exceptionally rare early airmal cover postmarked 3 December 
1929 from Thun, Switzerland addressed to a Swiss Guard 
(Schweizergarde) in Vatican City. This is the only item I am 
aware of addressed to a guard member in the period prior to 
World War II. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The exceptionally rare unfranked 1941 cover above was post-
marked Bern.  It is addressed to the Baron and Baroness Al-
phonse Pfyffer-Altishofen care of the Vatican Swiss Guards. A 
circled “T” postage due marking was applied by the Swiss post 
office and the amount due in Lire (L. 2.60) was written in blue 
crayon in the upper left corner.  A total of L. 2.60 of the first 
issue Vatican postage due stamps (Scott J4, 6) were applied 
and cancelled on 29 January 1941.  This postage due franking 
likely represents the highest non-philatelic franking known for 
this issue. 
 Alphonse Pfyffer-Altishofen was commander of the 
Guards from 1942 to 1957.  From 1652 to 1982 eleven mem-
bers of this illustrious family were commanders of the Guards! 
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Roman Emperor Charles V in the stand of the Swiss Guard during the Sack of Rome. Their resistance al-

lowed Clement VII to escape through the  narrow passageway known as the Passetto di Borgo from the Ap-

ostolic palace to the fortified Castel St. Angelo.  The last stand battlefield is located on the left side of St 

Peter's Basilica, close to the Campo Santo Teutonico (German Cemetery). 

 The Swiss Guard has served the popes con-

tinuously since the 16th century.  Ceremonially, 

they shared duties in the Papal household with 

the Palatine Guard and Noble Guard, both of 

which were disbanded in 1970 under Paul VI.  To-

day the Papal Swiss Guard have taken over the 

ceremonial roles of the former units.  

 At the end of 2005, there were 135 mem-

bers of the Swiss Guard.  This number consisted of 

a Commandant (bearing the rank of oberst or 

Colonel), a chaplain, three officers, one sergeant 

major (feldwebel), 30 NCOs, and 99 halberdiers, 

the rank equivalent to private (so called because of 

their traditional Halberd or long pike).  Recruits to 

the guards must be Catholic, single males with 

Swiss citizenship who have completed basic train-

ing with the Swiss military and can obtain certifi-

cates of good conduct.  Recruits must have a 

professional degree or high school diploma and 

must be between 19 and 30 years of age and at 

least 174 cm (5 ft, 8.5 in) tall.  

 This examination of the postal history of 

the Swiss Guards points out that a collector must 

examine the specific return address endorsement 

on a cover to determine its origin.  The sender 

would typically add his name and the various des-

ignations, such as G.S.P. (Guardia Svizzera 

Pontificia), Guardia Svizzera, Città del Vaticano, 

Roma or a combination of these terms, usually to 

the back of the cover.  This makes it particularly 

exciting for the collector to make a new discovery.  

While researching this article, I came across a 

cover that had been in my collection for many 

years that I was not aware of.  Can our readers 

provide other examples?  The author can be 

reached at gpirozzi@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Rare Vatican City L. 35 postal card postmarked on 5 January 
1951 sent by Swiss Guard member Pius Rimensberger to 
Goldach, St.  Gallen, Switzerland. The message side of the card 
bears a docket stamp of 8 Jan. The recipient, August Belz AG, 
was a supplier of grooming products. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

First, let me 

correct an error I made 

in Part II of my series 

on the Gotthard rail-

road.  Thanks to mem-

ber Thomas Huber, 

who grew up in Baden 

and was six years old 

when the Badenfahrt 

celebration took place 

in 1947.  He corrected 

me by noting that I got 

the place of the baker-

ies wrong.  The baker-

ies that made the Spanisch-Brötli were actually in Zürich.  

The patrons of the thermal baths in Baden liked to have 

them with their breakfast.  Prior to the coming of the rail-

road, these patrons’ servants had to walk to Zürich every 

night to get the supply of Brötli for the next morning’s meal!  I’ll bet those servants were happy when the 

railroad came. 

Thomas sent me a picture taken at the 1947 celebration which he said was especially popular as it 

was the first “big” celebration after the war.  The picture, Figure 1, shows four ladies in dresses of 1847 

standing in front of the replica locomotive.  The lady standing at the left is his late mother.  He also sent 

me a picture of a Spanisch-Brötli, Figure 2.  Thanks, Thomas for the correction and the great pictures. 

Rick Blaney sent in a question that I hope one of my readers can answer.  Let me quote his e-mail: 

The Zumstein Specialized Catalogue in the Posttarife section has one category for 

“Zuschlag für Eilzustellung” (Express- the equivalent to what we call Special Delivery.) 

They have another category called “Zuschlag für Aufgabe dringlicher Sendungen 

(ausserhalb ordentl.  Schalterzeiten” (Urgent)   

What is this URGENT service and how was it different from EXPRESS? 

Can anyone enlighten us?  Thanks for the interesting question, Rick. 

 

The Swiss Post has been exceptionally active in their efforts to close small or underused post offices, 

so let me get started on this long list. 

1.  First a correction to an earlier report in last issue’s listing.  The Swiss Post had reported that the last day of 

the post office at 9100 Herisau in canton Appenzell-Ausserrhoden was March 31, 2013.  The actual date 

was April 18, 2013. 

2.  On May 23, 2013, the post office at 8904 Aesch (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8903 Birmensdorf] [K-

cancel K 619a was last used on that date]  Note: this K-cancel had a relatively short life, having been put 

into use on November 1, 2003. 

3.  On May 24, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 9055 Bühler (canton Appenzell-Ausserrhoden) [assumed by 9053 Teufen] 

 3264 Diessbach bei Büren (canton Bern) [assumed by 3294 Büren an der Aare]  

  [K-cancel K 1524 was last used on that date] 

4.  On May 31, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 3982 Bitsch (canton Valais) [assumed by 3902 Glis] 

 3705 Faulensee (canton Bern) [assumed by 3700 Spiez] 

 4564 Obergerlafingen (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4563 Gerlafingen] 

 
Fig. 1.  Badenfahrt celebration in 1947 

 
Fig. 2.  A Spanisch-Brötli 
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 1659 Rougemont (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1660 Château-d’Oex] [K-cancel K243c was last used on that 

   date] Another short-lived cancel, put into service on May 2, 2002. 

5.  On June 6, 2013, the post office at 5706 Boniswil (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by 5707 Seengen] 

6.  On June 7, 2013, the post office at 2558 Aegerten (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 2500 Biel/Bienne 1] 

7.  On June 15, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 8844 Euthal (canton Schwyz) [assumed by 8840 Einsiedeln] [K-cancel K 854a was last used on that date] 

 1543 Grandcour (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1530 Payerne] 

8.  On June 21, 2013, the post office at 2740 Moutier 2 Rue Neuve (canton Bern) was closed  

  [assumed by 2740 Moutier] 

 On the same day the post office at 2740 Moutier 1 closed and reopened on June 24, 2013 as 2740 

 Moutier. 

9.  On June 22, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 1536 Combremont-le-Petit (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1523 Granges-près-Marnand] 

 9230 Flawil 2 Botsberg (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9230 Flawil 1] 

10.  On June 25, 2013, the post office at 7208 Malans (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7302 Landquart] 

11.  On June 27, 2013, the post office at 9555 Tobel (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 9562 Märwil] 

12.  On June 28, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 6246 Altishofen (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6244 Nebikon] [K-cancel K 551 was last used on that date] 

 3402 Burgdorf 2 Oberstadt (canton Bern) [assumed by 3400 Burgdorf 1] [K-cancel K 163c was last used 

   on that date] 

 6832 Pedrinate (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6852 Genestrerio]  

  [K-cancel K 999 was last used on that date] 

13.  On July 6, 2013, the post office at 9009 St. Gallen 9 Heiligkreuz (canton St. Gallen) was closed [assumed by 

9000 St. Gallen 1] 

 

That’s it for this time! 

 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

 Most of the CHF 350,000 proceeds of the sup-

plementary price of the “Pro Clima” semi-postal 

stamps of 2011 are initiating wind farms in New Cal-

edonia.  The windfarm production is expected to com-

pensate for the CO2 production of a town of 4500 

people.  Other “Pro Clima” beneficiaries are a biomass 

plant in India and a project manufacturing gas from 

trash in Turkey. 

 The Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 

is interested in publishing brief articles describing 

Swiss postal stationery items showing unusual uses 

and containing human-interest features. For example, 

items associated with Swiss immigration to the Unit-

ed States could be interesting. Since we have very few 

AHPS members who belong to the Swiss society, both 

publications can probably use any submitted articles 

without serious duplication of readership (but tell me 

if you are submitting an article to both!).  See their 

“ad” on page 4 for contact information. 

 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

 

Would you like your TELL 3-

hole punched?  If you tell Dick Hall you 

would like your TELL punched, he will code 

your mailing label, and I will happily punch 

yours.  No extra charge. – Ed. 
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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 
(Continued from page 1)    

3. A kitchen and an adjoining bakery assured the soldiers total self-sufficiency food in case of siege. 

4. Located on the second floor, the central turret with a diameter of 5 meters, fitted with twin 12 cm caliber 

cannons with a range of 8 km, firing shells weighing 16.5 kg. The dome, weighing 15 tons, could rotate us-

ing a mechanism driven by four gunners. 

5. To cover the blind spots of the slope in front of the fort there were two 12 cm. mortars with a range of 

300 meters to 3 km. 

6. On the first floor of the fort behind 20 cm of steel and 1.2 meters of granite were placed five 8.4 cm cali-

ber Krupp guns firing projectiles weighing 6.7 kg. 

7. In four separate towers, designed to “disappear” into the structure by lowering counterweights, were lo-

cated 5.3 cm caliber Gruson machine guns capable of firing 40 rounds per minute. 

8. Observation tower, used for the directing the artillery fire. 

 The fort was connected to the Gotthard tunnel by a 1 km tunnel. The fort is a museum today. 

 Fortifications continued to be added along the Gotthard route both in Canton Ticino and in Canton 

Uri. At the outbreak of the Second World War, General Guisan developed the national redoubt as the final 

defense position should Switzerland be invaded. The redoubt was anchored on its three corners by fortress-

es at St-Maurice in the west, Sargans in the east, and the Gotthard in the south. Figures 3 and 4 on the 

next page show the location of barrages (fortified positions) in Canton Ticino and Canton Uri, respectively. 

 On the following pages are present-day views of some of the more important facilities (Figure 5-9).  

 But perhaps the most important and impressive facility is that at the Gotthard Pass itself, the 

Sasso da Pigna (Figure 10). Built beginning in 1941 and declared operational in 1943, it has two gun bat-

 
Fig. 2. Cut-away diagram of the Fort Airolo. See the text for an explanation of the numbers. 
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teries, each containing two 15-cm bunker cannons. The eastern battery covers the Leventina up to 

Chiggiogna. The western battery points towards the San Giacomo and Nufenen passes (Figure 11). 

 

 
Figure 4. Defensive positions in Canton Uri 

 
           Fig. 3. Defensive positions in Canton Ticino. 

  Nationally important barrage 

     Regionally important barrage 

        Locally important barrage 

 
 Nationally important barrage 

 Locally important barrage 

 Regionally important barrage 
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 The fortress is now open to the 

public as a museum. Its relation to the 

Hospice buildings described in the first 

part of this series can be seen in Figure 

10. The Hospice buildings are just below 

the reservoirs. An exterior view of the 

fortress from the west is shown in Figure 12. The main entrance into the fortress is shown in Figure 13. 

The main features of the fortress are identified with numbers in Figure 10: 

01 Main entrance (entrance E1) 

02 Main tunnel – entrance 

03 Main tunnel – magazine 

04 Main tunnel – accommodation 

05 Fire control center 

06 Sleeping quarters 

07 Kitchen 

08 Canteen 

09 Filter room 

10 Machine room 

11 Tunnel to emergency exit 

12 Connecting tunnel 

13 Inclined tunnel 

14 Battery fire control center – west 

15 Munitions magazine 

16 15-cm bunker cannon (interior) 

17 15-cm bunker cannon (exterior) 

18 Embrasure – western battery 

19 Inclined tunnel with lift 

20 View from entrance E2 

 

 

     
Fig. 5. LONA (Lodrino – Osogna)       Fig. 6. Gotthard Pass 

 
Fig. 7. Schöllenen 

     
Fig. 8. View from the Schöllenen posi-        Fig. 9. Monte Ceneri 
tion of the Gorge and the bridges 

 
Fig. 11. Fields of fire of the Sasso da Pigna batteries  

Fig. 10. Sasso da Pigna adjacent to the St. Gotthard Hospice.  

See text for explanation of the numbers 
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Fig. 12. Sasso da Pigna as seen from the west 

   

  
 

Main entrance E1  Accommodations   Monte Prosa  Accommodations 
 
       South entrance 
       Exhaust stack     (emergency exit)  West battery 
 
                 Entrance Sella E2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 14, left.  World War 1 Soldier 

stamps.  From top, left to right: 

Gotthard-Besatzung (Wittwer 

Festungstruppen 1, 2, 3, 4, and 

5); 3rd Fortress Artillery Battalion 

(Wittwer Festungstruppen 21 and 

24) 

 What makes these 

facilities interesting phila-

telically is their connection 

with the Soldier stamps of 

the two World Wars. 

Witwer in his Die 

Schweizerischen Soldaten-

marken, 1. Weltkrieg 

1914/18 gives the 1914 Or-

der of Battle which includes the St. 

Gotthard-Besatzung and all its subsidiary 

units and lists 24 Soldier stamps from these 

units. Figure 14 shows seven of these. 

 
Fig. 13. Main entrance 
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Fig. 15, right.  World War 2 Soldier 

stamps.  From top, left to right: 

297th Frontier Mountain Rifle Bat-

talion (Wittwer Grenz 237), 5th 

Fortress Artillery Detachment 

(Wittwer Art 53), 9th Mess De-

tachment (Wittwer Vpf 69), 9th 

Mountain Brigade (Wittwer KStab 

111), 9th Mountain Brigade 

(Wittwer KStab 112), 6th Fortress 

Artillery Detachment (Wittwer Art 

66), 292nd Frontier Mountain Bat-

talion (Wittwer Grenz 229), 9th 

Mountain Brigade (Wittwer KStab 

110), 78th Territorial Regiment 

(Wittwer Ter 109), 4th Mountain 

Medical Company (Wittwer San 95) 

 The Second World 

War is a bit more complicat-

ed. For that war, the 1939 

Order of Battle is included in 

Wittwer’s Die Militärpost 

karten und Ganzsachen der 

Schweiz 1. und 2. Weltkrieg. 

The units associated with 

the Gotthard defense are the Festung St. Gotthard 

und Frontstäbe and the Grenzbrigade 9. Several 

units of these two organizations produced Soldier 

stamps. Some are shown in Figure 15. 

 But it’s not just with Soldier stamps that a 

connection with the Gotthard defense can be made. 

Feldpost covers such as the one shown in Figure 16 

also provide that connection. This cover is from the 

same 297th Frontier Mountain Rifle Battalion as 

the first Soldier stamp in Figure 15. It just takes a 

bit of hunting using Wittwer’s Order of Battle as a 

guide. Happy hunting! 

The next installment in this series will take the 

reader on a train trip on the Gotthard Express. 

 

References 
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Militärische Denkmäler im Kanton Tessin, Eidg. Militärdepartement, Stab der Gruppe für 

Generalstabsdienste, Abteilung Bauwesen. 

Both of these documents are available for downloading from:  
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www.fort.ch 

 

 
Fig. 16. Feldpost cover from a Captain Biaggi of the 297th 

Frontier Mountain Rifle Battalion 
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The Felix Ganz Memo-

rial AHPS Grand 

Award and Arthur Szyk 
 (Continued from page 4)  

The award is named for Felix Ganz, who 

was revered and loved among Swiss philatelists.  

For a number of years TELL carried installments 

of his magnum opus on Swiss cancels.  He was a 

prolific author of philatelic articles; for example, in 

1980 when TELL  had a problem with an editor and there was no issue for several months, Ganz wrote 

most of a quadruple issue to get TELL back on track!  He was a master on the harpsichord, and died after 

he collapsed on stage during a piano concert in September 1990.  His death sent a shock wave through the 

philatelic community both here and in Switzerland. 

AHPS first used the Szyk artwork when it renamed its grand award for Ganz in 1999.  The first 

winner was Harlan Stone.  Since then, Harlan has won it three more times and Ralph Soderberg four 

times; Ralph retired the first plaque in 2004.   The plaque resides with its winner until the next AHPS con-

vention.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

National Convention Grand Award 

1978 MILCOPEX Geneva Postal History Charles J. LaBlonde 

1979 SEPAD Helvetic Republic  Harlan F. Stone 

1981 ARIPEX Federal Postal Rates Harlan F. Stone 

1982 CHICAGOPEX Federal Issues 1850-81 Harlan F. Stone * 

1983 Boston Swiss-French Treaties Harlan F. Stone 

1985 SESCAL Sitting Helvetia  Harlan F. Stone 

1986 AMERIPEX (no exhibits) 

1987 SUNPEX Standing Helvetia  Ralph B. Soderberg 

1988 SEPAD Sitting Helvetia  Ralph B. Soderberg 

1989 INDYPEX Cross and Numeral  Ralph B. Soderberg * 

1991 STAMPEX Strubels   William R. Lucas 

1993 ROMPEX Strubels   Harlan F. Stone 

1994 NAPEX Destinations 1875-1907 Richard Schaefer, Jr. 

1995 SCOPEX Standing Helvetia  Ralph B. Soderberg 

1996 ARIPEX Sitting Helvetia  Harlan F. Stone 

1997 PACIFIC (no exhibits) 

1998 MILCOPEX Cross and Numeral  Harlan F. Stone * 

1999 FLOREX Postage Due Charges Harlan F. Stone 

2001 SESCAL Sitting Helvetia  Ralph B. Soderberg 

2002 CHICAGOPEX Sitting Helvetia  Harlan F. Stone 

2003 BALPEX Cross and Numeral  Ralph B. Soderberg 

2004 ROMPEX Standing Helvetia  Ralph B. Soderberg * 

2005 MEGA-EVENT Sitting Helvetia  Harlan F. Stone 

2006 WESTPEX Sitting Helvetia  Ralph B. Soderberg 

2007 St. Louis Rayons   Heinrich K. Heissinger 

2008 ROPEX Strubels   Steve P. Turchik 

2009 PIPEX Air Mail   George W. Struble 

2010 Minnesota Zeppelin Mail  Michael Peter 

2011 NAPEX    Strubels   Steve P. Turchik 

2012 WESTPEX   Imprinted Envelopes  Harlan F. Stone 

2013 TEXPEX    The Durheim Period  Heinrich Heissinger 
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